WO 2005/060165 



PCT/EP2004/051740 



10 



15 



20 



30 



CLAIMS 

1. A method of changing access points for a mobile node in a wi eless access 
network, the method comprising: 

the mobile node communicating content data on an initial cha||\nel via an 
initial access point of the wireless access network; 

the mobile node sending a handover request on a new chann^ to a new 
access point of the wireless access network; 

the mobile node resuming communication of content data on |he initial 
channel via the initial access point; 

elements of the wireless access network, including the initial Jccess point 
and the new access point performing handover steps while the mob le node 
performs the resumed communication of content data on the initial < hannel via 
the initial access point; and 

when the handover steps are completed, the mobile node communicating 
content data on the new channel via the new access point. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of the mobilfe node 
performing the resumed communication of content data on the initijil channel via 
the initial access point ends by virtue of the mobile node switching 



initial channel to the new channel in response to an instruction message from the 
wireless access network which is sent as 
elements of the wireless access network; 



om the 



wireless access network which is sent as part of the handover steps >erformed by 
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the method further comprising the wireless access network se; 
completion message to the mobile node informing the mobile node 
handover steps are completed; and 

the step of the mobile node communicating content data on 
channel via the new access point starts in response to the mobile noc^ 
the completion message. 



fliding a 
the 



th* 



new 

receiving 



3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the step of the mobil| node 
switching from the initial channel to the new channel in response to h message 
from the wireless access network which is sent as part of the handover steps 
performed by elements of the wireless access network is performed 
predetermined or a calculated amount of time after the mobile node 
instruction message. 



receives the 



4, A method according to any of claims 1 to 3, further comprisirjjg 
the mobile node determining whether an expected data flow of the 
point is acceptable. 



the step of 
flew access 



5. A storage medium storing processor-implementable instructi :>ns for 
controlling a processor to carry out the method steps of any of claim 5 1 to 4 
performed by the mobile node. 



A storage medium storing processor-implementable instructi Dns for 
>lling a processor to carry 
performed by the access points. 



controlling a processor to carry out the method steps of any of clainjjs 1 to 4 
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7. A mobile node adapted to perform the method steps of any ofjfclaims 1 to 
4 performed by the mobile node. 



8. An access point adapted to perform the method steps of any c 
4 performed by the access points. 



claims 1 to 



v in 



9. Apparatus for changing access points for a mobile node in a vjjireless 
access network, comprising: 
1 0 means for the mobile node to communicate content data on ai initial 

channel via an initial access point of the wireless access network; 

means for the mobile node to send a handover request on a n< w channel 
to a new access point of the wireless access network; 

means for the mobile node to resume communication of cont< nt data on 
15 the initial channel via the initial access point; 

means for elements of the wireless access network, including :he initial 
access point and the new access point, to perform handover steps w ule the 
mobile node performs the resumed communication of content data < >n the initial 
channel via the initial access point; and 
20 means for, when the handover steps are completed, the mobi e node to 

communicate content data on the new channel via the new access p< >int. 

10. Apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the means for the it obile node to 
perform the resumed communication of content data on the initial channel via 
25 the initial access point are arranged to end the resumed communica|ion by virtue 
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of the mobile node switching from the initial channel to the new chai|nel in 
response to an instruction message from the wireless access network phich is 
sent as part of the handover steps performed by elements of the wire ess access 
network; 

the apparatus further comprising means for the wireless acces 5 network to 
send a completion message to the mobile node informing the mobile \\ode that 
the handover steps are completed; and 

the means for the mobile node to communicate content data on the new 
channel via the new access point being arranged to start communicai ion of the 



10 content data in response to the mobile node receiving the completioi 



message. 



11. Apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the means for the n obile node 
to switch from the initial channel to the new channel in response to i message 
from the wireless access network which is sent as part of the handov it steps 
performed by elements of the wireless access network is arranged st ch that the 
switching is performed a predetermined or a calculated amount of ti me after the 
mobile node receives the instruction message. 



12. Apparatus according to any of claims 9 to 11, further comprising means 
20 for the mobile node to determine whether an expected data flow of tpe new 
access point is acceptable. 



